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ST IPPOLYTS PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

ST IPPOLYTS PARISH COUNCIL 

MAGAZINE 2019 

It’s been another great year for the parish with lots going on and lots of 
changes. 

On the Parish Council Olivia Marsh stepped down and we have just co -
opted Rebecca Elliot who many will remember from her days as landlady 
at The Bird in Hand – welcome on board Rebecca!  

Out and about it was sad to see the departure of Charlie and Kim from 
The Bull and it’s subsequent (temporary!) closure. In the countryside 
strange crops have been growing in our fields and even stranger long, 
white “sausages” have appeared and disappeared. More on both inside! 



ST IPPOLYTS PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Welcome to Rebecca Elliott who was co-opted as a councillor for 
north ward at September Council meeting.  

HOW YOUR MONEY WAS SPENT? 

During the last financial year (2018/2019) your parish council incurred 
payments of £26,504.70 and receipts of £31,940.14. The precept was 
£25,000 (including CTRS Grant). The accounts are independently 
audited with report and notice of conclusion.  

Each year your council agrees a budget for its estimated expenditure 
for the forthcoming financial year, commencing 1 April and requests 
the Precept. For details of the break-down for last financial year and 
budget for 2019/20 please visit website www.stippolyts-
parishcouncil.org.uk/finance.  

PLANNING ISSUES  

Your council plays an active part in 
all planning issues that affect our 
Parish. During the year planning 
applications have been considered 
and a contribution was made 
towards an Environmental Impact 
Assessment for the Concrete Batching 
Plant at Rush Green but conditional 
permission was granted by North 
Hertfordshire District Council’s Planning Control Committee.  

Councillors were invited to meet representatives for all three proposed 
housing sites Hitchin HI2 Land north of Pound Farm, St Ippolyts SI1 
Land south of Waterdell Lane and SI2 Land south of Stevenage Road 
and to share views. Council’s wish list for Section 106 funding are 
replacement Football pavilion and extension to Bowls pavilion or 
consider replacement of both pavilions with purpose built Sports 
pavilion/s. Children’s play equipment and additional fitness 
equipment. Disabled parking area at St Ippolyts Parish Hall.  



PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Council meetings will be held in St Ippolyts Parish Hall committee 
rooms at 7.30pm on Monday 18 November 2019. Mondays 13 January, 
10 February, 9 March, 20 April, 11 May, 8 June, 13 July, 14 September, 12 
October and 16 November 2020. There is not a meeting in August 
and December.  

There is always an Agenda Item for 
Public Participation where we would 
encourage residents to come along ask 
questions and raise issues although it 
would be really helpful if you could 
contact Clerk prior to the meeting. 
Parish Council meetings are open to 
the members of the public and press so 
you are most welcome to come along.  

The Annual Parish meeting is on Monday 20 April at 7.15pm. Persons 
registered as local government electors for the parish are entitled to 
speak and vote.  

The agendas and approved or draft Minutes are displayed on the 
council noticeboards and website.  

PUBLIC SPACES 

It was great to see our public open spaces used during the year. St 
Ippolyts United held their 5-a-side Football Tournament on the 
recreation ground and St Ippolyts Bowls Club held an Open Day. 
Gosmore goes Green was held on Gosmore village green. If you would 
like to organise an event, please contact Clerk on clerk@stippolyts-
parishcouncil.org.uk  

REPLACEMENTS 

During the year the notice board at Rowan Grove, a litter bin and 
steps at Dell Field were replaced also the Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
was relocated to B656 London Road.  



LITTER 

Your council is responsible for emptying dog poo and 
litter bins on land owned or rented and this is done on 
monthly basis. If a bin needs to be emptied,
contact John O’Conner on 0800 0286136

tipping please contact Clerk. To report a street cleaning problem, dog 
fouling, full litter bin please report online to www.north
herts.gov.uk or alternatively call their contractor on 0800
To report flyposting, fly-tipping please report online to NHDC.

To report issues such as pot holes, overgrown hedges 
and verges, street lighting etc. please report 
on Highways reporting 0300 123 4047 or 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk  Pam Skeggs.  

CONTACT DETAILS 

The Clerk Susan Mears clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk 

B.O. Box 286, Hitchin SG4 7WT 01462 421409 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR 

Hi, my name is Rebecca Elliott and I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself to you as your new parish councillor. I 
have lived in the parish since 1975, the first 20 years as landlady of the 
Bird in Hand. I have the greatest fortune to live adjacent to 
Green and am often out and about walking, gardening or 
around the corner to our local hostelries to 
chat and enjoy the local company.  

I am very excited to join the Parish Council 
and work with the other members of the 
team. For those of you who do not currently 
know me my first actions will be to attend as 
many local events as possible to listen and 
share views. Please feel free to contact me through the parish 
webpage or out and about in the village. 
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MP’S REPORT 

COMMUNITY MATTERS  

A strong local community is one of the reasons why we choose to live 
in villages, rather than large towns or cities. From my own family, with 
three little boys under five years old, I know the real benefits of being 
able to enlist friendly (often unsuspecting!) neighbours, to look after 
them at times of real need. Community provides friendship, support 
and a sense of belonging. I am determined that children can afford 
the option to move back home and bring up young families here, 
where they grew up.  

The government has announced plans to offer first time buyers up to 
20 per cent off their first home if they buy a property in the area they 
grew up. Due to high house prices, this is significantly harder than a 
generation ago. I am delighted by this opportunity to help tackle this 
issue as well as to provide an incentive for young people to remain in 
their community.  

Community spirit is also critical to keep 
our local pubs going. They are much 
valued community hubs, but in recent 
years many have been closing 
throughout rural areas. We need to 
make sure they survive here in rural 
Hertfordshire. This is why, I have been 
working with Phil Jarvis, and his team of campaigners who are trying 
to save the Windmill Pub in Charlton. Village members have come 
together, buying shares and working tirelessly to regain ownership of 
the pub, hoping to see results akin to the Red Lion in Preston 
first community owned local pub in the country.  

Bim Afolami MP  

Member of Parliament for Hitchin and Harpenden 

Bim.afolami.mp@parliament.uk 
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NORTH HERTS DISTRICT COUNCIL AND HERTFORDSHIRE 

COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT  

St Ippolyts is blessed,…or otherwise! To have three County Councillors, 
and three District Councillors. Between us, we strive to keep the Parish 
Council and its attendees up to date with happenings and proposals 
which affect our community. 

At District level, we are still formulating a Local Plan, which will set 
out the programme for possible housing development across North 
Herts. up to 2031. This is necessary in order to prevent unwanted and 
“hostile” applications from landowners and developers. Our area has 
to take its fair share, but in a controlled and sustainable manner.

Our District Museum is now fully open and being enjoyed by many. I 
hope you will have the opportunity to pay it a visit. 

We have to be mindful of the 
implications of Luton airport’s 
aspirations to nearly double 
its passenger movements, 
up to 32 million passengers 
per annum. Our roads and 
lanes are already gridlocked and 
without the needed upgrading in ground 
infrastructure, we will soon grind to a halt!  

It’s great to create new employment opportunities, but 240,000 
passenger aircraft movement per annum will inevitably lead to 
increased night flights over our area! We will continue to monitor and 
represent your best interests. 

Our schools and public transport are constantly monitored at County 
Council level, and your County Councillors will always work to ensure 
that our students receive the best education available, and that our 
public transport provision is maintained at a sustainable level.

We have been working with Officers and 
outside agencies to form a forward 
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strategy to improve our environmental awareness, and engage with 
our residents, employers, and educational facilities, to make a real 
difference. 

We have installed free “Drinks and Re-fill” water fountains in our 
outdoor pools and parks and plan to do more. 

We are encouraging the use of refillable water bottles 
free refill stations in our shops and strategic public places.

We are promoting the use of re-usable eco-friendly shopping bags
and are encouraging retailers to use bags which can be readily 
compostable. 

We are investigating the possibility or installing more car recharging
points. 

There is so much that occupies your elected representatives, but space 
restricts us telling you all about it here. 

If you have any enquiries, or anything local that you would like to 
discuss with us, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Derrick Ashley HCC derrick.ashley@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Richard Thake HCC and NHDC richard.thake@hertfordshire.gov.uk

richard.thake@north-herts.gov.uk 

David Barnard HCC and NHDC David.barnard@hertfordshire.gov.uk
david.barnard@north-herts.gov.uk  

Faye Frost NHDC faye.frost@north-herts.gov.uk  

Simon Harwood NHDC simon.harwood@north-herts.gov.uk

Claire Strong NHDC Claire.strong@north-herts.gov.uk 

 

RURAL POLICE OFFICER 
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I would like to introduce myself to the residents of St Ippolyts. 

I have completed 17 years’ service as a Police Officer in North Herts 
and in July 2019 I took over from PC Dave Hine as one of 3 rural 
officers who cover the Hitchin rural areas, part of the Hitchin Safer 
Neighbourhood Team. My areas within the rural team 
Whitwell, Graveley, Wymondley, St Paul’s Walden, Peters Green, 
Great Ashby, and St Ippolyts.  

I have completed a search for all crimes recorded within St Ippolyts 
from 01/09/2018- 01/09/2019 and am happy to state that going by 
these yearly statistics, St Ippolyts is a very safe place to live with only 
10 crimes being recorded within this time frame.  

There have been no burglary’s, thefts reported and only 
of criminal damage.  

Reports of any anti-social behaviour being committed are also very 
low within St Ippolyts.  

If any resident from St Ippolyts have any concerns/questions of a 
policing nature, please do not hesitate to contact myself. 

PC 1053 Gary Pugsley Gary.PUGSLEY@Herts.pnn.police.uk

PCSO 

My name is Becki O'Driscoll, I thought I would just introduce myself as 
I am the new PCSO for the southern Hitchin rural team. The main 
area I will be covering is Knebworth, Codicote, Chesfield and part of 
Great Ashby. Also, when my colleague Heather Burrows is off duty
will cover her area. If you have any events or coffee mornings coming 
up that you would like me to attend, I will try to facilitate the best I 
can. My email address is becki.o'driscoll@herts.pnn.police.uk
354192 

I look forward to meeting you all soon. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
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Neighbourhood Watch is one of the biggest and most successful crime 
prevention initiatives ever.  

OWL (On-line Watch Link) is a secure award winning website and 
communication system, built to support Neighbourhood Watch. It 
enables you to receive local alerts, crime prevention advice and other 
community messages from your local team via email.  

How can you join? Visit www.owl.co.uk. to sign up to Online 
Community Messaging today! It only takes a few minutes and is 
completely free  

What is Community Messaging?  

Community Messaging keeps you up to date with what’s going on in 
your police service and neighbourhood It helps prevent burglary, finds 
missing people, makes people feel safer, and even catches suspects. It 
is an automated system that emails you with useful information, news 
about your local police and crime prevention advice. It can also send 
short SMS text messages direct to your mobile if you choose.  

If you already receive messages via OWL as a member of a 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, there's no need to re-register.  

Protecting Your Data  

When you sign up your details will be kept in a secure database 
purely for the purpose of communicating with you. Your details will 
not be shared with any 3rd parties and neither will they be 
transferred to other police or government databases. At any point 
you may request your details to be removed or do it yourself online. 

 

   



ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH  

Last year I wrote about the five yearly 
checks that are carried out on the 
church fabric. Upon recommendations 
from the church architect we have been 
busy making a number of repairs to the 
structure of the church. These have included minor repairs such as 
replacing missing and dislodged tiles to the church roof and repointing 
areas of the South porch as well as more substantial works including 
repairs to a loose corbel and the roof to the vestry. We are lucky that 
the repairs are not more substantial. This year we have had to carry 
out the necessary 5 yearly testing of our electrical circuits. This was a 
two-day task but in the end,  there was only one area needing repair. 

Our regular 08:00 said Holy Communion continues to be held on the 
first and third Sunday each month.  

Revd Ginni’s family service at 09:15 on the first Sunday of each month 
is increasingly popular with families enjoying a short, modern service 
followed by a breakfast of fruit and delicious pastries. If you would 
like to join us on the first Sunday do not hesitate to come along
very informal affair, Ginni normally comes up with some very 
interesting and innovative ideas!  

We now have a choir made up from members of our local 
community. The choir sings in church at the 
09:15 service on the second Sunday of each 
month. Having a choir makes everyone’s 
singing really resound around our small 
church. It is quite uplifting! Of course, the 
choir continues to support Revd Ginni 
when she visits our local care homes both in 
St Ippolyts, Gosmore and Little Wymondley. 

 Our Evensong service is held once a month 
at 18:30 on the 4th Sunday of each month.  
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Our regular nesting kestrels raised five chicks in the church tower 
again this year. One of the youngsters was much smaller than the 
others but he (or she) managed to hang on and fledged a week later 
than its siblings.  

The church is for everyone so why not pop in and enjoy it. 

Michael Hooper, Church Warden 

 

BELL RINGING 

We are so lucky in St Ippolyts to have a 
marvellous set of church bells and an equally 
marvellous set of people who come along to 
ring them! On the second and third Sundays 
of the month between 8.45 and 9.15am listen out for the wonderful 
sound of our church bells in full swing calling parishioners to church. 
You will also hear them most Wednesday evenings from 7.30
when the bell ringers are having their practice not to mention when 
they ring out to celebrate a wedding or when visiting bell ringers are 
putting them through their paces. 

If you would like to have a go at bell ringing, or if you simply want to 
watch the bell ringers in action you would be more than welcome to 
come along to our practice sessions. It’s probably worth contacting 
Shelagh first just to make sure that there will be a session that 
evening. shelaghcox@outlook.com 01462 432445. 

 

WANT TO KEEP UP WITH WHAT’S HAPPENING? 

Why not pick up a copy of Pax? The church Parish Magazine covers 
not only St Ippolyts and Gosmore but also Great and Little 
Wymondley. Published each month (with time off in August and 
December) it can be purchased at the Church and at St. Ippolyts 
Stores. Alternatively, if you would like a copy delivered contact Gill 
Pollard 642790 davidpollard@hotmail.co.uk.  
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CHURCH FUNDRAISING 

QUIZ NIGHT OCTOBER 26  

This is always a really enjoyable evening at St Ippolyts 
Parish Hall with teams, fuelled by a ploughman’s and 
alcohol from our bar, good naturedly competing for 
the pride of first place. If the questions don’t fall your 
way you might be lucky in the raffle. Come along as a team of 6
just on your own and we will put you together to make new friends. 
Arrive at 7 for a prompt 7.30 start!  

Tickets are £10 in advance from Mary 457350 or Jane 434254.

NATIVITY CRIB FESTIVAL 30 NOVEMBER & 1 DECEMBER 11

Once again, we kick the festive season off to a start with our truly 
amazing Nativity Crib Festival. We will be filling the church with as 
many cribs as we can persuade people to lend us (last year we had 
almost 200) They come from all around the world, are every shape 
and size and are made from everything you could imagine (including 
citrus peel and banana leaves!) Best of all each has its own "story" 
saying why it is important to its owner.  

We will also have a "living Crib" - use our dressing up clothes to create 
your own nativity scene (if you take a photo it will make a beautiful, 
personal Christmas Card.) Naturally we will be serving delicious cakes 
and you have the chance to win a crib of your own. 

Entry is £3, children are free and there is parking on 
the school playground. 

If you have a crib set that you would like to 
lend us, please contact Barbara. It doesn’t 
need to be grand or expensive, we love the 
ones that are “well used”, you could even 
make one especially for the festival. For 
more information 
Barbara.thomas@live.co.uk 01462 421647 
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THE JUBILATE CHOIR CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT 8 DECEMBER 

The wonderful JUBILATE! Choir, directed by 
John Edwards, will be performing a concert 
of carols and Christmas music on the 

afternoon of Sunday 8th December at 2.30pm in St Ippolyts Church. 
Tickets can be purchased on the door for £6.00 which will include 
teatime refreshments following the concert.  

FLOWER FESTIVAL 29-31 AUGUST 

Unfortunately, we had to cancel our 
planned Flower Festival for this year 
as our key organiser was 
unavailable, but we plan to hold it 
over the August bank holiday 
weekend next year. This time the theme 
will be Pub Names. If you would like to do an 
arrangement, please contact Mary 01462 457350 
m.hooper214@btinternet.com. You don’t need to be a fabulous flower 
arranger, it’s amazing what can be achieved with a bit of 
imagination and a few props!  

100 CLUB 

If you have a soft spot for the church on the hill, please would you join 
us? The subscription is £10 per year per number. Half of the monies 
that come in are distributed back in modest prizes, and there is no 
limit to the number of tickets you can hold. Contact Shelagh 
shelaghcox@outlook.com 01462 432445 
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PARISH HALL 
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As can be seen on the timetable there really is something for everyone 
at the Hall with new groups starting all the time. In the last year 
Adult Zumba and Yoga classes have started as well as a children’s Art 
Class. 

The Hall is run by a group of voluntary 
trustees who work hard to ensure that 
the Hall remains welcoming and up to 
date.  

Over the summer we have had a new, 
energy efficient, lighting system installed 
in the main hall. We have pre-set 

programmes allowing the hall to be 
anything from super bright for table 
tennis or craft to dim and atmospheric 
for Yoga. We also have the ability to 
flood the walls with any colour light you 
fancy, ideal for weddings and parties. 

We also had the floor re-sanded and 

varnished so it is looking very smart.  

CAN YOU HELP US? 

We need another 
Trustee. It isn’t very 
onerous, four 
meetings a year, 
help at the 
Christmas Fair and 

general mucking in required. 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

We will be holding our annual Christmas Fair 
from 2-4.30 on Saturday 23th November, there 



will be loads of stalls with everything from toys and games to 
tombola’s and cakes even the opportunity to purchase hand knitted 
hats and scarves – ideal stocking fillers! 

Our prize draw will take place sometime after 4.00 (you can 
purchase raffle tickets from St Ippolyts Store if you aren’t able to 
come on the day). There will be games to play, a face painter and, of 
course, Father Christmas will be paying us a visit and will see children 
in his beautiful grotto.  

DO YOU NEED A HALL? 

If you are planning a celebration the Hall is a fantastic venue for 
birthday parties, and wedding receptions. We have lots of tables and 
120 chairs, a great sound system as well as the most fantastic lighting 
system. We also have a kitchen equipped with fridges, freezer, oven 
and warming cabinet, microwave and dishwasher, we can even 
supply crockery, cutlery and large pans and roasting trays. Take a 
look at the gallery on our website to see how a bit of imagination can 
personalise the hall for your event.  

If you are a member of a group that needs a change of venue or if 
you would you like to establish your own group St Ippolyts Parish Hall 
has ample free parking and competitive rates with discounts for block 
bookings.  

If you need a venue for the occasional business meeting the hall is 
easy to get to, has Wi Fi, plenty of parking and the facilities to make 
refreshments. 

For more information about the hall please contact our bookings 
secretary Sam Kelly 01462 423291 info@stippolyts-hall.co.uk you can 
also find it on line on our website www.stippolyts-hall.co.uk or on 
Facebook www.facebook.com/stippolytsparishhall 

PARISH HALL TIMETABLE 

DAY TIME GROUP ROOM INFO 

MONDAY 1.15-4.45 Bridge Group Committee Rm  



 5.15-6.15 Beavers Main Hall 

 6.30-7.45 Cubs Main Hall 

 7.30-10 Parish Council Committee Rm 

 8.15-10.15 Come Dance 

with us 

Main Hall 

TUESDAY  3.30pm – 5pm  Art Club Cttee Rms 

 7-10 Dog Club Main Hall 

WEDNESDAY 12.45-2.30 Community 

Lunch 

Lent Lunch 

Main Hall 

 7.30-10 W I Main Hall 

THURSDAY 9.30-1.30 Weston Artists Committee Rm 

 4.30-5.30 Rainbows Committee Rm 

 4.30-6 Brownies Main Hall 

 6.15pm – 

7.45pm 

YOGA Main Hall 

 8-10 Table Tennis Main Hall 

Friday 10-11 Zumba Main Hall 

 6.15-10.15 Dog Club Main Hall 

 7.15-8.15 Dog Club Committee Rm 

ST IPPOLYTS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

What a fantastic year it has been! The school calendar 
has been filled with lots of fantastic achievements, 
vibrant enrichment activities, sporting successes and of 
course seeing our wonderful pupils thrive. 
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ST IPPOLYTS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

What a fantastic year it has been! The school calendar 
has been filled with lots of fantastic achievements, 
vibrant enrichment activities, sporting successes and of 
course seeing our wonderful pupils thrive.  



The highlight of the 
autumn term has to 
be the wonderful 
work done to 
commemorate the 
100th anniversary of 
the end of WW1 and 
the resulting display 
in the main entrance 
of the school. The 
children learned so 
much about this important period of history through model making, 
a visiting drama group, making the plastic poppies and much more. 
We received lots of wonderful feedback about our display in the town 
centre too, which was designed in tribute to the men of the parish 
who fought and died in the First World War.  

Our annual arts days are always a firm favourite in the school year 
and this year our theme was The Caribbean – the children spent two 
days on a wide range of workshops and activities, including the 
opportunity to play in a steel drum orchestra and try their hand 
(feet?!) at Caribbean dancing. The exhibition was a riot of carnival 
colour and is always commented on by visitors.  

In February, we held Wellbeing Week. The whole week focussed on 
different ways to look after our mental and physical health and 
included a range of different visitors and workshops. One of these was 
about e-safety and online gaming, a growing concern amongst our 
young people, both nationally and here at St Ippolyts.  

There have been so many other wonderful learning experiences for 
the children this year: World Book Day, Science Week, Young 
Shakespeare theatre group, class trips and assemblies, the annual 
drama production, visiting historians, the Bedford Three Faith Tour 
and much, much more. Our Y5 and 6 pupils also enjoyed their 
residential school journey to PGLS’s newest centre, Bawdsey Manor in 
Suffolk.  



It has also been 
another fabulous 
year for sport: Back in 
November, Mr Smith 
was awarded 
Hertfordshire’s Sports 
Apprentice of the 
Year which is 
fantastic 
achievement and we 
are all very proud of 
him. Then in January 
we won Hertfordshire 

Primary School of the Year for sports and in March, The Comet 
newspaper ‘School of the Year’. These are all incredible achievements 
for such a small school and are testament to the commitment and 
passion of everyone involved. The school also holds its first ever 
national title thanks to the incredible success and skill of the U11 Girls 
Trampoline Team.  

We continue to be an active member of Stevenage Sporting Futures 
and through this partnership, every child in the school has benefitted 
from at least one event, either in school or off-site. One such event 
was the annual Athletics tournament held at Ridlins Stadium in 
Stevenage in June. We have been taking part in this event for many 
years (even when Mr Jefferies and Mr Smith were children 
have always been one of smallest schools there. This year, for the first 
time ever, our team won the entire tournament – what an amazing 
achievement!  

As a Church of England school, 
we have a chosen biblical verse 
to underpin our vision and 
values. At St Ippolyts ours is 
John 13:34, “Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another”. We 
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believe this strongly describes our aims at St Ippolyts and the children 
understand how this is reflected in their friendships, relationships 
behaviour. This is always particularly evident in the way the older 
children undertake their ‘buddy’ roles of new children –
to helping young pupils settle into school life.  

 

Our school aim is to provide the best possible education for ea
as an individual, and we will endeavour to do this always, by 
continuing to provide a wide range of opportunities to meet the 
needs and interests of all the children. I am exceptionally proud of our 
school and all that goes on here.  

 

We are looking forward to 
another busy year in 
school. If you are 
interested in keeping up 
to date with what we 
are doing, see the photo 
gallery on our school 
website 
www.stipps.herts.sch.uk  

Rachel Peddie  

Headteacher 

 

 

KINGSHOTT SCHOOL 
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Another very busy year at Kingshott. This last year has seen us put our 
wonderful new sports and drama facility through its paces. Having a 
space where we can gather our whole school community together has 
been invaluable. It has 
been used for whole 
school assemblies and 
celebrations. The 
children have enjoyed a 
huge range of indoor 
sports activities ranging 
from trampolining to 
basketball to indoor 
cricket net practice and 
gymnastics.  

One of the things we are 
most proud of last academic year was our whole school production of 
Disney’s The Lion King. Auditions and subsequent rehearsals started 
early in the year with all the children taking part with acting, singing 
or dancing roles. All our older children went to see a performance of 
The Lion King in the West End of London. We had Disney cast 
members come to the school to run a variety of different workshops 
including drumming and dance, as Lion King fever began to take 
over the school. The performances at the end of June were absolutely 
incredible with many of the parents moved to tears by how 
professional our version of this classic and well-loved story was. Our 
amazing new facility had transformed from a sports hall into a 450 
seat theatre with stage, lights and sound.  

Very shortly after the production, the facility changed once again into 
a beautiful marquee setting for our annual summer ball for the 
parents and the Year 8 children, very quickly followed by our end of 
year prize giving ceremony again in our indoor marquee.  

Kingshott really is continuing to thrive with our numbers at an all-
time high and our facilities at the cutting edge. We have been 
involved in supporting a number of local charities and initiatives over 



the year and we are continuing to work hard on links with the local 
community.  

The new academic year started this month with the addition of a very 
special new boy, Sidney! Sidney is a 14 week old working cocker 
spaniel puppy who has joined Kingshott to provide a therapeutic 
element to our Hub space. The Hub is a safe space for our children to 
go if they have any worries or concerns, if they want to talk or if they 
just need some time out. Sidney is a very calm and affectionate 
puppy who has already made a difference to a number of children 
and we can’t wait to see how he grows and develops into our very 
own school dog over the coming years 

 

LOCAL HISTORY – A TALE OF TWO TOWNSEND PLACES 



THE FIRST TOWNSEND PLACE   

Back in the early 1920’s the former Hitchin Rural District Council 
decided to build houses to rehouse people within their local area. New 
houses on Townsend place were duly built. In the “A Parish 
Remembers – Ippollitts” book Doris Digby recalls that their house was 
classified overcrowded and they were obliged to move to Townsend 
Place. People remember using oil lamps for lighting and a kitchen 
stove where coal or wood was burnt for heating and cooking. Mr 
Albone delivered milk from his new dairy on the estate and his wife 
the kept the post office and shop. Ada Aldridge had a horse drawn 
‘fruit and veg’ wagon and she also sold items from her house. Nurse 
Ellen Nicholson had surgery in her front room. Charlie Palmer met 
Paul Whiteman while having a drink in a local pub and was 
persuaded to go to London to talk on a wireless show called “Country 
Matters”. Does anyone know why Townsend Place became Mill Road, 
The Crescent and Waterdell Lane? 

THE SECOND TOWNSEND PLACE  

Back in 1995 the Millennium Group was formed to consider possible 
projects the parish could do to mark the Year 2000. A house-to-
house survey was carried out. Top of the list of ideas was housing for 
elderly people, followed by an extension and refurbishment of the 
parish hall and a new hall with entrance for St Ippolyts School plus 
additional suggestion for a Millennium sign on St Ippolyts village 
green.  

Wonderful community events were organised including a Cheese and 
Wine Party, Plant Sale, Open Garden and an Ox Roast in St Ibbs Park 
and donations were given to support the projects. The Group was 
wound up in October 2001.  As a result of much hard work all the 
projects happened which is a marvellous achievement for a small 
parish and its community. St Ippolyts Parish Council recommended 
the street name Townsend Place be chosen for the bungalows.  

Pam Skeggs  

FANCY A STROLL 



SUB STATION DISCOVERY – 1-1.5 HOURS 

Start at St. Ippolyts Church. Leave the Green at the left-hand corner 
behind the Parish Noticeboard signed Footpath 14 and walk down a 
narrow footpath beside the school playground. Cross over the drive at 
the bottom and continue to the field. Follow the path straight across 
the field and over a small bridge at the bottom.  

Turn right and keep to the path with the hedge on your right, climb 
over a stile and carry on about 30 yards until you reach a wooden 
bridge on your right.  Cross the bridge and follow the bridle path 
around the corner until you see a gate (usually open and therefore 
not obvious) on your left with a blue notice by it. Go through the gate 
and up a very steep path, turn right at the top and follow the 
permissive footpath under the pylons. The path will take you up 
another steep hill and then runs along the top of a ridge around the 
substation. The path turns a corner to the left and not much further 
on you will see another blue notice, followed by yet another blue 
notice.  If you only want a short walk you can cut back down onto the 
Stevenage Rd, turn right and follow it back to the church.  

To carry on keep on the path, after a while, at a wire fence, it will 
turn sharply right and then left and carry on with a wooden fence on 
one side and a wire one on the other. Keep following the path past a 
field on the right until you reach a kissing gate exiting onto 
Blakemore End Rd. 

Turn right along the road. At the junction turn right, cross the road 
and just past The Farmhouse at Redcoats to a kissing gate and finger 
post (Footpath 14) on the left side of the road. Take this path with a 
hedge to your left until the corner and then follow the path 
diagonally across the field as directed by the footpath sign (it can be 
hard to locate in the crops but head towards a group of trees in the 
near distance) to a kissing gate through the hedge. 

Go through the kissing gate straight across the field heading for the 
old house (The Wick) and through another kissing gate. 



Turn left on the road to Almshoebury. Just before the cottages there is 
a path on the right marked with a finger post that is somewhat 
obscured by trees (Footpath 19). Follow this path with the hedge on 
your left right to a way marker turn right to the end of the hedge and 
then diagonally left across the field to the road. 

Turn left along the road past The Red House to the T Junction and 
turn right following the road up the hill. When the road bends round 
to the right take the track that heads straight ahead. You will pass 
under the electricity pylons and past a bungalow on the left before 
meeting The Stevenage Rd. Turn left down the road and then right 
along Folly Lane. 

At the 30 sign go up onto the bank on the left side of the road and 
follow the path between the hedge and the fence to the footpath 
sign. At this point you can either re-join the road or go through the 
church yard until you are back at your starting point. 

 

KNOW YOUR SIGNS 

Footpath Open to walkers only.  

 
 
Bridleway Open to walkers, horse-riders and cyclists.  

 
 

Restricted byway Open to walkers, cyclists, horse-riders 

and horse-drawn vehicles.  
 

Byway open to all traffic (BOAT) Open to walkers, 

cyclists, horse-riders, horse-drawn vehicles and motor 
vehicles. 

 
 

 



 

  



P3 – PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP 

It’s encouraging to see so many dog walkers, ramblers, cyclists, runners 
& horse riders regularly using the St Ippolyts Parish paths & 
bridleways. Everyone has an equal right of access to the footpaths & 
as far as I am aware instances of problems between the various 
groups is very rare. Awareness of fellow users is important, particularly 
for cyclists & large groups of walkers.  

Generally, the paths are kept in good condition by P3 volunteers and 
Herts County Council contractors, who maintain some of the pa
The warm dry weather throughout the summer has restricted the 
growth of vegetation this year, so there has been little need for much 
additional maintenance. If you have any problems or concerns with 
any aspects of the parish paths, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

The permissive path adjacent to the footpath from St Ippolyts Church 
to Wymondley is now closed to the public. The permissive path 
running around the National Grid substation has benefited from some 
much needed maintenance work, that was coordinated by newly 
employed engineering graduates and undertaken by a team of 
volunteers. Many fences were replaced & the path was cleared of 

overhanging branches & 
nettles/brambles etc.  

We will have the 3rd edition of our 
annual P3 on-line newsletter rea
distribution in November. If you 
would like to be added to the 
distribution list, or if you are willing to 
help with any maintenance work, 
please leave your details with The 
Parish Clerk.  
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BE A CONSIDERATE DOG WALKER 

Dog fouling is foul! Please pick up after 
your dog. You can put the bag into any 
bin if there isn’t a dog poo bin nearby. If 
there is no bin please take it home and 
put it in your purple bin, leaving them 
lying around (or even flung into a 
hedge) is vile!! 

 

HERTFORDSHIRE RIGHTS OF 

WAY MAP  

Over 2,000 miles of Hertfordshire’s 
public countryside footpaths, 
bridleways and byways are now 
available on Google maps. 

The map can be loaded onto a smartphone, making it easier for users 
to follow their position on the map as they go. It has been d
by Hertfordshire County Council’s Countryside and Rights of Way 
staff, along with colleagues in the Web Team to make th
rights of way much more accessible. 
 
To find the Google map and try it out, visit 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rowmap 

FED UP WITH LITTER? 

The Parish Council would love to hear from anyone 
who would be willing to form a group to organise 
taking part in next year’s Great British Spring 
Clean 13 March - 20 April 2020. If you are 
interested, please contact the Parish Clerk 
clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk . 
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GOSMORE GOES GREEN 

The 3rd “Gosmore Goes Green” was held on Saturday 10th August 
starting at 3pm. The usual activities of rounders, badminton
boules were planned together with the addition of some “old school 
sports day races”. The green was prepared with the marking out of 
the rounders pitch and the running lanes for the afternoon races, but 
the badminton court was aborted due to the strong winds. Dom and 
Mark, regulars of The Bird in Hand, decided to add to the communal 
barbecue area, by setting up a gazebo with a charity pizza stall to 
raise money for Prostate Cancer UK.  

The weather forecast didn’t look good with 40-50 MPH winds and 
rain expected from the start and as usual the forecasters always 
manage to predict bad weather quite well. At exactly 3pm the rain 
came in droves, but so did the villagers and the Great British spirit 
prevailed throughout the afternoon’s numerous showers, strong winds 
and bursts of sun.  

The number of young children living in the village surprised everyone 
and they all seemed to enjoy the egg and spoon, bean bag and sack 
races. The adults seemed more reluctant to drop their burgers, pizza’s 
and prosecco to join in the races, but their competitive nature 
eventually surfaced, and the promise of a prize proved too difficult to 
resist. 

With over 150 party goers young and old, this year proved to be the 
best yet, with lots of family picnics, the charity pizza donations raising 
over £700, Alex Pastors famous paella and the usual very competitive 
adults rounders to finish off the evening, this village event will 
continue to grow support from our fantastic community spirit!
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HORSE BLESSING 

SERVICE  

Our annual Horse 
Blessing Service was 
held this year on the 
afternoon of Sunday 
11th August. In spite 
of the high winds and 
scurrying rain clouds 
we had a remarkably dry service on the freshly mowed grass outside 
the church. A group of about 50 attendees waited expectantly to see 
not only how many horses would bring their riders to the service but 
also to see Reverend Ginni astride a charger.  

The spectators were not disappointed with 24 horses and riders and 
also some ponies which arrived being led coming along to be blessed. 
Ginni did not disappoint either as she was soon up into the saddle and 
confidently parading down the footpath to her chosen location to 
conduct the service. She looked resplendent and the horses whinnied 
their approval.  

After a short reading, the hymn ‘Morning has broken’ and prayers, 
Ginni proceeded to bless each of the horses and riders. Each horse was 
given a special treat of a piece of carrot or apple.  

A collection was taken for the two North Herts. Riding for the 
Disabled groups and a total of £345 was given for them to share. This 
generous gift will go towards helping the special needs children from 
local schools.  

Thank you to all the horses and riders, all the ladies who baked the 
cakes sampled by everyone of course, and to all those who came to 
enjoy the service and spectacle. Upon departure the horses left a few 
presents, which the churchyard maintenance crew will have to tackle!  

If you would like to see some photos of the event take a look at the 
gallery on our church website http://www.stippolytschurch.org.uk.  



BEAVERS  

Beaver Scouts is for boys and girls 
aged between six and eight and 
takes place in the Parish Hall 
every Monday evening during 
school term time. 

We have had another great year at St Ippolyts Beavers with many 
memorable events and activities. Every week we have regular sessions 
in the Parish Hall when we play games, make things or do activities 
to earn badges. For example, we were lucky enough to have a 
commercial pilot come and talk to us about his job and what airlines 
do to make sure passengers get to their destination safely. Another 
fascinating talk was by a lady with cerebral palsy who showed how 
she used various mobility aids to do things that she would not 
ordinarily be able to do. 

In May we took 10 Beavers to the District Activity Weekend with all 
the other Scouts from the Hitchin area. We had a fantastic day doing 
all sorts of fun activities including fire lighting, craft, caving (on a 
modified bus!), shelter building, giant darts, an inflatable obstacle 
course and various games. 

If you are interested in sending your child to Beavers or would like to 
know more about the group please contact Steve Cook on 01462 
422427 or email: 4thhitchinbeavers@zoho.com. 



 CUBS  

St Ippolyts Cub Pack meet on Monday 
evenings during term time 6.30 
We meet at the Parish Hall during the 

winter months, and outside at a variety of venues during the summer.

We take part in a variety of activities to gain badges, and all work 
towards gaining our Chief Scout Silver Award. We also introduce the 
Cubs to many new experiences. We learn to cook pancakes on the 
campfires we helped to build. We go sailing and canoeing
and have a go at archery. We also enjoy an evening horse riding 
every year. In May many of us spent a great time at DAW, the District 
Camp at Bromham, which was very exciting. 

If you have a child aged 8 years who would like to join us contact 

Mr P. Pinkstone 07833338699  

 

RAINBOWS  

This year Rainbows have enjoyed a 
huge variety of activities and have 
embraced a new programme 
devised by Girlguiding. It has seen us 
have a pancake shop, where we 'paid' for toppings for our pancakes 
(and ate them of course!). We've built dens in our meet
completed a sleepover with other Rainbows within Hitchin East 
District. We've worked on our leadership skills and also completed an 
ice cream sundae badge. We also had time to have a visit from a 
local hedgehog rescue and visited Hitchwood with our closest Brownie 
unit. Among other things we attended the St George's Day parade 
through Hitchin and the remembrance service at St Ippolyts Church. 

If you are interested in joining Girlguiding as either a volunteer (we 
always welcome new leaders!) or young person, please visit 
www.girlguiding.com. 

St Ippolyts Cub Pack meet on Monday 
evenings during term time 6.30 -7.40pm. 
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BROWNIES  

4th Hitchin (St Ippolyts) Brownies 
continues to thrive in the village.  We 
meet once a week during term time 
and continue to enjoy a varied 
range of activities.  Girlguiding have introduced a new programme 
for all Rainbows, Brownies and Guides which we have begun to 
explore – hopefully, we will be awarding our first badges in the 
coming weeks.  Our year has again been full of varied activities.  Our 
highlights have included a visit to the Christmas show at the Queen 
Mother Theatre followed by a sleepover, making another crib for the 
Crib Festival and continuing our links with Milford Lodge.  We have 
also been out and about with visits to Hitchwood in the glorious 
sunshine and to the community allotments in Old Hale Way, hosted 
by Paul Dee.  We are looking forward to another trip in the autumn 
when hopefully we can see the results of the summer growing period.   

 If you are interested in joining, as a Brownie or Leader, please register 
your interest through our national website :  www.girlguiding.org.uk 

 

WI  

The St Ippolyts and Gosmore Women’s 
Institute meet on the third Wednesday of 
each month at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall.  

At each meeting we have a talk by a visiting 
speaker and end the evening with a cup of 
tea or coffee, sandwiches and cake! Talks for 
the first half of 2020 will include subjects such as Chocolate, 
Buckingham Palace State Rooms and Counter Terrorism.  

We also have several groups such as Gardening, Craft, two Book 
Clubs, a Walking Group and a Lunch Club.  

Visitors are most welcome - £4 for the evening.  



ARTI-FOLK  

Arti-folk is an after school art class where 
children aged between 8-11 are 
encouraged to develop their artistic skills 
and to experiment with different 
mediums in a relaxed, supportive environment.  

Sessions begin with practising sketching and observational drawing. 
Then we move on to looking at the work of a particular artist or 
artistic theme. The children are then invited to create their own piece 
of artwork inspired by the style or focus for that week which they can 
take home at the end of the session. This half term we have had a go 
at abstract florals using acrylics applied using bubble wrap on canvas, 
Cézanne inspired watercolour still life paintings, Van Gogh inspired oil 
pastel sunflowers and acrylic pouring technique using autumn colours. 

To find out more please visit www.arti-folk.co.uk  

TABLE TENNIS  

We are a friendly group who get together in St Ippolyts Parish Hall on 
Thursday evenings 8 till 10 pm. (Just turn up no appointment needed) 
from September ‘till middle of May except for two weeks at 
Christmas. We have a half time break for refreshments. We chat if we 
are waiting to play but normally, we are able to play most of the 
time. Great exercise with a sociable evening!  

All levels of player and any age, young and old, are welcome just 
bring your own Table Tennis bat & ball and wear plimsolls or indoor 
sports footwear. (Under 16 years olds must register name and address 
information with club representative on arrival. Under 13 years must 
be accompanied by a responsible adult). 

Fees. Playing visitors (non-members) £3.80. Club Membership (not 
compulsory) £65 per season. Junior (under 15 years) playing visitors 
£2.80 per evening. No charge for refreshments. For more information 
contact Fred Gearing 01438 357310 Mobile 07860 300928 Email 
Home fred@ft-gearing.co.uk 



THE WESTON GROUP OF ARTISTS  

Though we call ourselves the Weston Group of Artists we actually 
meet each week in St Ippolyts Parish Hall and have been for about 5 
years. (The group began nearly ten years ago in Weston - hence the 
name). Our numbers do fluctuate as holidays intervene but there is 
now room for a few more like minded people. We sometimes invite 
tutors to come along in order to broaden our techniques and expand 
our knowledge of art history. We primarily paint in oils but anything 
goes really. Some colleagues use acrylics and others add watercolour 
washes over their drawings. Collectively we are from a mix of 
professional backgrounds which greatly enhances our conversations as 
we paint. There’s always a ‘have you seen… 
film/play/exhibition/book/news’ chat washed down with tea/coffee 
and biscuits. The group has a mutually supportive approach to 
painting and there’s always someone you can ask about mixing that 
certain colour, getting a cloud just right, and telling you when it’s time 
to stop!  

We hold an annual exhibition in Letchworth each autumn in an 
empty shop where most recent and some not-so-recent works are 
shown and offered for sale. We’d 
love to see you there. We expect 
to be next to the Body Shop, 
Garden Square Shopping Centre, 
SG6 3DN for six weeks from 1st 
October – but won’t be open 
every day.  

For further information about our 
group and the next exhibition, 
please see follow us on Facebook 
Weston Group of Artists (a public 
group) or email me on 
penelopewharris@msn.com  

 



YOGAFEET 

I am really pleased to be offering yoga classes at St 
Ippolyts Parish Hall now. Classes began just before 
the summer and are already proving really 
successful. The space is so brilliant for yoga, and we 
have a lovely group already. It’s not too late to join 
now, as I always welcome new faces to my classes.  

What can you expect with me? I have loved yoga for 
many years now and hope to share my passion for it 
with you. I personally like to leave a class feeling 
stretched, less stressed, calm, and to have found a moment for quiet 
reflection. My wish is that you feel this too.  

I believe yoga to be a physical, emotional and spiritual practice, all of 
which will be included in class, some aspects might mean more to you 
than others and this is also welcomed. My classes can be gentle, and 
there can also be more challenging poses, but each is met with an 
open mind and heart.  

Class is Thursday night 6.30-7.30pm. If you have any questions,
do call me on 07968 416001 or you can find details of all my classes on 
my Facebook page Claire Winterbourne Yogafeet. 

BRONTE ZUMBA 

Zumba sessions are every Friday 10.00 @ St Ippolyts Parish Hall. It’s 
only £7.00 per session. 

It’s great fun and you hardly notice that you’re getting fit and 
weight. We enjoy a dance 
filled aerobics
mixture of Latin and chart 
music. An all inclusive class 
of friendly ladies, everyone 
is welcome. There’s no 
need to book just pay as 
you go.  
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HITCHIN LADIES BRIDGE CLUB  

We are a small, friendly, Chicago Bridge Club 
meeting on Monday afternoons at the St 
Ippolyts Hall from 1.30-4 pm.  We are 
always happy to welcome new members, 
come along and give us a try!   
Hon. Sec. Barbara Phillips 01438-871381  

COMMUNITY LUNCH 

Our wonderful community Lunch continues to be held on the first 
Wednesday of the month (except during Lent when there is a soup 
lunch every Wednesday). A delicious two course lunch is available for 
only £4 to anyone who wants to come along. Most months you can 
just drop in, but we sell tickets for the Christmas lunch at the previous 
lunch. 

The lunch is provided by volunteers, but more people are needed to 
maintain this much loved event. The meal doesn’t need to be 

complicated and large pans and 
roasting tins can be borrowed
the hall; we are even pulling 
together a few recipes to help 
inspire you. If you are able to help 
or for more information,
contact Anne Steel 01462 432117

 

 THE FRIENDS OF ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH  

As the name suggests we are a group of friends that help support the 
church. We are not fund raisers but multitaskers who flower arrange, 
clean and cook! During Lent we provide lunches of soup every
We do Community lunch twice a year and bake cakes when needed. 
We are always delighted to have new Friends of any age at any time!
 
Frances Williams 01462 233488 Joan Pinkstone 01462 457660
Carol Scott 01462 450452 
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 ST IPPOLYTS BOWLS CLUB  

This has been another successful season for St Ippolyts, finishing 2nd in 
the Stevenage Mixed League and retaining the Stevenage Mixed 
League Knockout Cup.  

Colin Child and Colin Davidson reached the Pairs Quarter Finals of 
the County Competitions.  

The club’s finals weekend took place on 7th and 8th September and, 
this year, was notable for the success of Terry Godden winning the 
Open Singles, Men’s Singles, Handicap Singles and Yardstick 
competitions. The Ladies Singles was won by Shirley Hughes. Other 
winners were Keith Bounsall and John Dudley in the Pairs, Chris 
Gardner, Terry Godden, and John Dudley in the Triples, Keith Fincham 
in the Franklin Cup and John Farley and Paul Owen in the Two 
Woods Pairs.  

The club still welcomes new members including those new to the 
game membership is free to first time bowlers in their first year
please visit the club’s website for details 
www.stippoltysbowlsclub.org.uk or contact Peter Belton at 01462 
620816 or Barbara King at 01462 623299.  
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IPPOLYTS TODDLER GROUP 

Sadly, after many years the Toddler Group is not currently running. 
Carl and Leanne gamely continued to run it for several years after 
their daughter left the group, but they are no longer able to do so 
(many thanks to them for all their hard work over the years). 

Historically, the group has been a community group run by those 
attending and, hopefully, this will happen again in the future. If you 
really miss a local group and would be interested in joining a 
committee to start it up again please contact Sam and she will be 
able to get everyone in touch with each other 01462 423291 
info@stippolyts-hall.co.uk. 

It won’t be a case of starting from scratch as all the toys and 
equipment are all sitting under the stage just waiting to be used 
again!  

 

FREE 'DO NOT KNOCK' DOOR 

STICKER 

Able Community Care has had 
printed the above door sticker. If 
you would like to receive one, 
please contact Susan Mears The 
Parish Clerk 

clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk, P.O. Box 287, Hitchin, SG4 7WT 
01462 421409 

  



PETS CORNER 

Bonfire night is almost upon us again. Many pet owners dread it with 
40% saying their dogs are frightened of fireworks.  

Numerous dogs and cats are fearful when bonfire night comes along. 
In the long term a desensitisation program is a good idea to get dogs 
used to and less fearful of the noise of fireworks. It is worth speaking to 
your veterinary practice early in the New Year to start the program 
early ready for next bonfire night.  

Now, as that time fast approaches here are a few bits of advice to 
help on nights when you may feel fireworks will be set off.  

In early October build a den for your dog or cat, you should do this 
some weeks in advance so they can get used to and feel safe in that 
area. It is also a good idea to make sure that the microchip 
information held on the database for your pets is up to date, just in 
case they do get frightened and run off. (This is particularly important 
if you have moved home or changed contact numbers and not 
updated your information with the microchip company.) On the day 
feed your pets early and walk dogs while it is still light; a long 
energetic walk is a good idea to help reduce excess excitement once 
the fireworks start. Bring your animals inside while it is still light and 
shut doors, windows and cat flaps to ensure they are safe inside. It is a 
good idea to play the radio or turn on the TV quite loud to mask any 
firework noise.  

For anyone who has a dog that is really anxious or fearful there are a 
few products on the market that can help. A natural product 
produced by a local company called Yucalm which comes in capsules 
or chews can really help anxious dogs. On the night for any dogs that 
will not settle, a product called Sileo is proving very effective. This can 
be given on the evening once they start to show signs of distress and 
can be topped up during the course of the evening. Sileo is only 
available from your vet so it so it may be worth having a discussion 
with them about it in plenty of time.  

 



NATURE NOTES  

Last year I wrote about the decrease in the number of species of birds 
around St Ippolyts and Gosmore. Of course, birds are not the only 
creatures that are under constant pressure from the inexorable march 
of mankind. Everybody must have noticed the drastic decline in the 
various insects especially moths. No longer do our cars become 
spattered with their remains, in fact rarely do I have to clean a dead 
insect from my windscreen. Studies have shown that moths have 
declined in Southern Britain by 40% since 1968.  

Moths, of course, can still be found and I have recorded 278 different 
species in my St Ippolyts garden. These range from the magnificent 
Hawk Moths, Privet, Elephant, Small Elephant, Pine and Poplar right 
down to micro moths such as the Horse-Chestnut Leaf Miner Moth, 
which is barely 5mm long. This particular moths’ larva is responsible 
for the browning and then shrivelling of Horse Chestnut tree leaves 
during the summer months. The moth was first recorded in S.E. 
England in 2002 and has now spread as far as the Midlands. One leaf 
was recorded to have as many as 700 larvae feeding on it. Having 
said that there is no cause for concern as the following year the tree 
will flourish normally.  

One welcome visitor to our garden this year was a Hummingbird 
Hawk Moth. The Hummingbird Hawk Moth is a day-flying moth with 
a wingspan of about two inches (50-58mm). It has a brown, white-
spotted abdomen, brown forewings and orange hind wings. It is very 
swift on the wing and an expert hoverer. The wings beat so rapidly 
that they produce an audible hum and can be seen only as a haze. 
The darting movement from one 
flower to the next with the long 
proboscis uncoiled completes the 
illusion of a hummingbird. Another 
day-flying moth, the Silver Y, is 
often confused with the 
Hummingbird Hawk Moth, but is 
smaller and darker.  



The decline in moths is matched by the decline in butterflies. There 
was good news, however, for 2019 when there was an extraordinary 
influx of Painted Ladies into the UK Almost half a million Painted 
Lady butterfly species were spotted in the UK as part of the annual 
Big Butterfly Count, which ran from Friday 19th July to 11th August.  

 

In St Ippolyts we were fortunate to be able to enjoy the Painted 
Ladies as in most of our gardens the usual Red Admirals, Small 
Tortoiseshells, Holly Blues, Peacocks and Meadow Browns were joined 
by these visitors from Southern Europe. The bush outside the St 
Ippolyts Church South porch door was alive with them in June.  

"Painted Lady came top overall in big butterfly count 2019 and was 
also the most numerous species recorded in each of England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Its previous best performance in the 
Count was coming 13th in 2018 and it is typically one of the least 
frequently seen of the 19 target species,"  

In spite of the drastic declines in the creatures in the world we share 
there is always something to see and one does not have to go far to 
see them. 



ON THE FARM 

Anyone curious about those large white bags that you’ve recently 
seen in the locality?  

Farmers have changed some of their crops this year growing ryegrass 
as a first crop, followed by maize.  

The ryegrass has been harvested by a forage machine which chops the 
crop to a fine mulch. This is then forced into these large sausages 
excluding all air.  

This has now been taken away in large lorries to an anaerobic 
digestion plant to be turned into a biofuel, a source of renewable 
energy.  

The maize crop will also be used as a biofuel it is a forage variety that 
is not grown as sweet corn.  

The fields of yellow are mustard, not rape. This is being grown as a 
green manure which will be flailed and put back into the ground.  

Now large piles of brown pellets are appearing. This is the end waste 
from the digester, to be ploughed back into the land as a natural 
fertiliser/soil improver.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HELLO FROM THE BULL!  

We are both incredibly excited to 
announce that we will be bringing ‘The 
Bull’ back to life this November. We will 
be offering locally sourced, seasonal food 
and drink, all brought you in a creative, 
yet classic way. We are lucky enough to 
be surrounded by the beautiful Hertfordshire countryside, and want 
this to influence our menu, and use local growers, farmers and 
producers that all share our sustainable values, and love for honest, 
home grown, quality food.  

You can expect delicious homemade snacks decorating the bar, fresh 
meat and fish dishes, a good vegetarian and vegan offering, all 
topped off with a ‘Best of British’ cheese bar, and of course, a delicious 
Sunday roast. All of which can be enjoyed in one of the few different 
dining rooms, from the parlour to the feasting room. We can’t wait to 
welcome bigger groups with equally big appetites to enjoy our 
sharing boards that bring everyone together.  

We hope The Bull will become the perfect place to pop in for a drink 
or a bite to eat, to enjoy a special occasion, or even a welcomed stop 
on a Sunday afternoon dog walk or bike ride. We look forward to 
sharing our ideas and passion for food and will be thrilled to welcome 
you to your new local, that feels like home, and cherishes the 
connection between great food, great drink, and even better 
company.  

See you all Soon!  

Damian and Sophie  

 

CHRISTIAN AID  

As many of you will know this year was 
the last year that we will be doing door to 



door collections in Hitchin and therefore, St. Ippolyts.  

Over the last 11 years we have raised £10699 for this great charity 
helps the most vulnerable people all around the world to help 
themselves. Many thanks to everyone who has contributed time and 
money. 

Next year we plan to organise a Coffee morning or Tea and Cake 
afternoon so keep your eyes open sometime between 10

 

CAROL SINGING 

On 20th December we will once again be carolling our way around 
the Broad Meadow estate to raise funds for the UK Sepsis Trust.
We meet at Barbara's (1 Ash Drive) at 6.15 and work our way around 
the estate. All carollers are invited back to Barbara's for mulled wine 
and mince pies (or squash and biscuits) when we finish. Everyone is 
invited to along and join in, the aim is to enjoy ourselves
no pretence at being a choir, so it doesn't matter if your singing voice 
is not great. If you love singing carols, we are bound to sing 
favourite ones (song sheets are provided). The more carollers
the better we sound and young children really enjoy the excitement of 
being out after dark! Children of 
primary school age or younger need 
to bring their own adult. 

If you live on the estate, please 
listen out for us and be prepared to 
answer the door to our team of 
collectors. 
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If anyone would like to make use of any of the Parish Council’s Open 
Spaces to hold an event, please contact the Clerk. 

 

DIARY DATES 

26 October Quiz Night 

23 November Hall Christmas Fair 

30 November, 1 December Nativity Crib Festival 

8 December Jubilate Choir Concert 

13 December St Ippolyts School Fair 

20 December Carol Singing Broadmeadow Estate 

8 May VE Day  

3 July School Summer Fair 

8 or 15 August Gosmore Goes Green 

29-31 August Flower festival 

 

ST IPPOLYTS PARISH COUNCIL MAGAZINE 2020 

If you have anything you would like us to include in next year’s 
magazine, please contact the Clerk by the middle of September. 



 



 

The Bird in 

Gosmore
Back bar available for 

Christmas Parties for 10 

30 people from 29

23
nd

 Dec

Glass of prosecco on arrival

3 courses

Coffee & mince pie

£29.95 pp

Call 01462-459695 for 

details or

www.birdinhandgosmore.com
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